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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS CENTRAL FAX CENTER , 

In the Claims, please make the following amendments: q^q 2 0 2006 

1. (Currently Amended) A method in a Sot Top Box that aoo i oto - in prooo n ting - oontont to 
on e or - mor e viowore> r tho^othod - for - providing information about intoractiono with tho vioworo, 
comprising: 

at a Set-Too Box, monitoring received input from theone or more viewer s, the Set- 
Top box comprising a battery backup, the Set-Top Box comprising a software component 
adapted to send an event notification responsive to a determination that the Set-Top Box is 
no longer receiving AC power and 

in response to detecting that the received input is an Interaction of a type of interest, 
sending an event message to an event server, the event message identifying the type of the 
detected interaction and an indication of the Set-Top Box and receiving new digital c ontent 
responsive to the event message. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein when a detected interaction is of 
a content control type that indicates a change in ^digital c ontent, additionally sending an 
indication of the detected interaction to a content provider, so that the content provider can 
provide new digital c ontent that corresponds to the indicated change. 

3* (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the event server is an Audience Tracker 
that tracks information related to audiences for multiple groups of content being 
simultaneously provided. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the sending of the event message is 
performed in real-time. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the event message additionally Includes 
information specific to a current occurrence of the detected interaction. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the event message additiwall^ECEl VED 
includes Information related to one or more of the one or more v iewers. ^ ^ CENTER 

OEC 2 0 2006 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the event message additionally includes 
information related to the content being presented when the input is received. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the Set-Top Box is connected to 
a display device on which video content is presented to th e one or more viewers. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the Set-Top Box is connected to 
one or more speakers on which audio content is presented to the one or more v iewers. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the Set-Top Box assists in 
presenting the -dioital c ontent to the one or more v iewers by receiving the digital c ontent and 
providing th e digital content to a content presentation device. 

1 1. (Original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein the content presentation device is a 
television. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the Set-Top Box assists in 
presenting &e <ligital c ontent to th e one or more viewers by modifying received digital content 
before the digital c ontent is provided to a content presentation device. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the Set-Top Box assists in 
presenting foe -diqitai c ontent to the one or more v iewers by. generating content to be provided 
to a content presentation device. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the event message is sent using a User 
Datagram Protocol. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 including, In response to detecting a 
powordown removal of AC power fromo f the Set-Top Box, sending an event message to the 
event server indicating the pow e rdown removal of AC power . 



16. (Original) The method of claim 1 including receiving a ping message from the event 
server, and in response sending a ping response message that indicates that the Set-Top 
Box is functioning. 



17. (Original) The method of claim 1 including receiving a message from the event server 
requesting status information related to the Set-Top Box, and in response gathering the 
requested status information and sending the gathered information to the event server. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 including receiving a message from the , 
event server requesting information from the one or more ef-Bwviewers, and in response 
obtaining the requested information from the one or more viewers and sending the obtained 
information to the event server. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the detected interaction is an instruction to 
change a channel. 



20. (Currently Amended) The method of daim 1 wherein the detected interaction is an 
instruction to control flow of tee -digital c ontent being presented. 



21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein thedigital content is sent from a 
content server to the Set-Top Box in a multi-cast mode. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein 4he-djgjtalcontent is sent from 
tbe-acontent server to the Set-Top Box in a single-cast mode. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium encoded with computer software ? 
whos e cont e nts - adapted to c ause a computing device to provido i nformat i on about 
intoraertion s- with - on e- orHT^or e- vi e wers of - cont e nt - b e ing pr e s e nt e d, th e computing d e vic e for 
a6dst i H 9 ^ n - pr BBe nt i ng ■ th e- GQnt e n^to - th e^ v ie w B re ^ th e- providing ofinformation - by 
porfonmin gperform a method comprising: 

at the computing device, monitoring received input from throne or more viewer s, the 
computing device comprising a battery backup, the computer software comprising a software 
component_adaotedJo_sen_d_an event not]fication_respons|vQ_to a determination Jhatjhe 
computing device is no longer receiving AC power and 

in response to detecting that the received input is an interaction of a type of interest, 
sending an event message to an event server that identifies the type of the detected 
interaction and that includes an indication of the computing device or of one or more of the 
one or more v iewers and receiving ne w digital content responsive to the event message. 

24. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the computing device 
is a Set-Top Box. 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium, of claim 23 wherein the 
computer-readable medium is a memory of a -the c omputing device. 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the 
comput e r - r e adabl e medium is a data transmis s ion m e diu m method further comprises 
transmitting a generated data signal containing th e content s digital content 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the 
oo R tonto - c omputer software a fe <oTTipjlses_ instru^ that when executed cause the 
computing device to perform the method 
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28, (Currently Amended) A computing devic o - for - providing - information about i nteractions 
with ono or moro viowor - o - of - oo a tont boing proGO R tod^ - t h o - Gomput i ng - dovioo for assisting - in 
pr e senting the content to tho v i ewers, comprising: 

at the computing device, a monitoring component capable of monitoring received 
input from &e-one or more viewer s, the computing device comprising a battery backup, the 
computing device comprising a software component adapted to send an event notification 
responsive to a determination that the computing device is no longer receivino AC power: and 

a notification component capable of, in response to detecting that the received input is 
an interaction of a type of interest, sending an event message to an event server that 
identifies the type of the detected interaction and that includesan indication of the computing 
device or of the one or more viewers and receiving ne w digital content responsive to the 
event message. 



29. (Original) The computing device of claim 28 wherein the monitoring component and 
the notification component are executing in memory of the computing device. 

30* (Original) The computing device of claim 28 wherein the computing device is a Set- 
Top Box. 



3L (Currently Amended) A computing devic o - fo f- providing - informat i on about interactions 
with ono or moro vioworc of oontont bo i ng procontod^ h o - oomput iR g - dovioofor assisting i n 
prooonting tho oontont - to - thoviowors , comprising: 

means for monitoring received input from the-one or more viewers^ the_com putlog 
device comprising a battery backup, the computer software comprising_a_software component 
adapted to send an event notification_responsive to a determination that the computing device 
is no longer receiving AC power : and 

means for, in response to detecting that the received Input is an Interaction of a type 
of interest, sending an event message to an event server that identifies the type of the 
detected interaction and that includes an indication of the computing device or of the one or 
more viewers and receiving new digital c ontent responsive to the event message. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A method i n an e v e nt track i ng - Gorver for monitor i ng i nt e ract i ons 
b e tw ee n - vi e w e re - of cont e nt pr e s e nt e d on cont e nt pres e ntation devic e s and S e t - Top Box e s 
a s sociat e d wfth - thoe e- CQnt e nt pr e s e ntation d e vic e s, th e S e t - Top Boxes for assisting i n 
pr e s e nting - th 9" E?QHt e nt - to4h e- vi 6 w e r s r Comprising: 

at an event tracking server, the event tracking server adapted to monitor previous 
displays of a specified advertisement and analyze subsequent interaction events to determine 
a_disapproval_by_advertisemQnt_viewers,of_the specified advertisement, the event tracking 
server adapted to change advertisement content responsive to the disapproval bv 
advertisement viewers; 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of 
the-multiple Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with the one Set-Top 
Box by one or more viewers of a content presentation device associated with 
the one Set-Top Box; 

determining one or more of the Set-Top Boxes from which an event 
message has not been received for a predetermined period of time; 

sending a status message to each of the determined one or more Set- 
Top Boxes; 

determining a current status of each of the determine d one or more 
Set-Top Boxes based on responses received to the one or more s ent status 
messages; and 

tracking audience information for 4be-presented digital content based 
on the received event messages and on the determined current status of at 
least some of the Set-Top Boxes. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 including determining a current event 
status for each of the Set-Top Boxes from which aa -a corresponding event message of the 
plurality of event messages has been received during a predetermined period of time based 
on those received event messages. 
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34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein multiple groups of content are being 
simultaneously presented to distinct content presentation devices, and including tracking 
audience information for each of the multiple groups of content 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein the receiving of the plurality of 
event messages is in real-time with respect tofoe-correspondfng intoract i on fnteractions . 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein the plurality of e vent messages 
each additionally include Information related to ono or moro of t he one or more v iewers of the 
content presentation device associated with the one Set-Top Box from which the event 
message was received,. 

37. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein the event messages each additionally 
include information related to the content being presented when the interaction occurs with 
the Set-Top Box from which the event message was received. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 including presenting fee- digital c ontent 
to the content presentation stevtee sdevlce . 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 including sending foe- digital c ontent to 
the Set-Top Boxes for presentation on foe-content presentation devices associated with fee 
corresponding Set-Too Boxes. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein the content presentation device is a 
television. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 32 wherein the status message is sent using a reliable 
transmission protocol. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 32 wherein the status message is a ping message. 
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43. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 including requesting status information 
from at least one of the Set-Top Boxes that is related to the at loas t dstermined one or more 
Set-Top-Bex Boxes , and in response receiving the requested status information and using the 
received information in the determining of a-the current status for the at le ast one or more 
Set-Top Be xBoxes . 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 including requesting from at least one of 
the Set-Top Boxes information from one or more of the viewers of *he -a corresponding 
content presentation device associated with each Set-Top Box, and in response receiving the 
requested viewer information and using the received information in the tracking of the 
audience information. 

45- (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein toe -digital c ontent is sent from 
a content server to the multiple Set-Top Boxes in a multi-cast mode. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein distinct digital c ontent is sent 
from a content server to each of the multiple Set-Top Boxes fn a single-cast mode. 

47. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium whoco oontont oo ncoded with 
computer software adapted to cause a computing device to mon i tor iffio p aotio n &tot w oon 

€towGOG - aoooo } atod - w i th - thooo - oontont presentat i on doviooo, tho romoto computing dov i oee 
for acoiGt i ng in prosonting tho GontonMo4ho A tewo t fr,4ho ^ oflrt^ 
porformino perform a method comprising: 

at the computing device, the computing device adapted to monitor previous displays 
of a specified advertisement and analyze subsequent lnteraction events to determine a 
disapproval bv advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement, the computing device 
adapted to change advertisement content responsive to the disapproval by advertisement 
viewers: 
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receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of 
fee-multiple remote computing devices in response to an interaction with feat 
the one remote computing device by one or more viewers of a content 
presentation device associated with feat -the one .remote computing device; 
determining one or more of the remote computing devices from which an 
event message has not been received for a predetermined period of time; 

sending a status message to each of the determined one or more 
remote computing devices; and 

determining a current status of each of the determined one or more 
remote computing devices based on responses received to the sent status 
message, so that audience Information for fee-presented digital c ontent can 
be tracked based on the received event messages and on the determined 
current status of at least some of the remote oomputing devices. 



48. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the computing device 
is an Audience Tracking Server. 



49. (Currently Amended) A computing device for monitor i ng int e ractlons - botweon vioworo 
of cont e nt pres e nt e d on r e mot e' Cont e nt - pr e s e ntation - d e vic e e r and^ e rnoto oomputing doviooo 
a ss ociat e d with thoco oontont prooontation doviooo, tho romoto computing doviooo for 
aooioting in prooonting tho contont to tho v i oworo, com prising: 

a message receiver component capable of receiving a plurality of event messages 
that are each sent from one of fee-multiple remote computing devices in response to an 
interaction with feat -the one remoter computing device by one or more viewers of a content 
presentation device associated with feat -the one remote computing device; 

a remote computing device status component capable of determining one or more of 
the remote computing devices from which an event message has not been received for a 
predetermined period of time, of sending a status message to each of the determined one or 
more remote computing devices, and of determining a current status of each of the 
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determine d one or more remote computing devices based on responses received to the one 
or more s ent status messages; and 

an audience tracker component capable of tracking audience information for the 
presented digital content based on the received event messages and on the determined 
current status of at least some of the remote computing device s, the audience tracker 
adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified advertisement and analyze subsequent 
interaction events to determine a disapproval bv advertisement viewers of the specified 
advertisement the computing device adapted to change advertisement content responsive to 



50. (Currently Amended) A method for co l octing ^s Qnt e nt - to - b e- pr ese nt s d to multipl e 
diGptay<to vi oo£>oaG tv aoQOOiatod with ono of multip l e? romoto Sot Top Boxoc r tho co l octing 
bas e d on e vent moscagoo prov i ded by the S e t - Top Boxes, tho - mothod -comprising: 

at a server, the server adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified 
advertisement and analyze subseouent interaction events to determine a disapproval bv 
advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement the server adapted to change 
advertisement content responsive to the disapproval by advertisement viewers: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of 
fee-multiple Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with feat -the one Set- 
Top Box by one or more viewers of fee -a corresponding d isplay device 
associated with feat -the one Set-Top Box; 

identifying^ from the event messages^ viewers to whom fee -digital 
content is currently being presented; and 

selecting^ based on the identified viewers^ distinct digital c ontent to be 
presented to fee-multiple display devices. 



51. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the selected digital c ontent Es 
aft -the specified advertisement. 
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52. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 wherein the specified a dvertisement is 
selected based on the-demographics of the one or more viewers. 



53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 52 wherein a o e rtai n the specified 
advertisement is selected only when the demographics of the one or more v iewers exceeds a 
threshold. 



54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 wherein the specified advertisement Is 
selected based on a number of viewers. 

55. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 54 wherein a oortai n the specified 
advertisement is selected only when the number of tfce-viewers exceeds a threshold. 



56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the selected digital c ontent is 
presented on the multiple d isplay devices only temporarily. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinc t digital content is 
selected based on a change in demographics of the identified v iewers in at least near *eaW- 
timereal-time. 

58. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinct digital . c ontent is 
selected based on a change in a number of the identified v iewers in at least near real-time. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinct digital c ontent Is 
selected based on a real-time change in the identified v iewers. 



60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 including sending the selected digital 
content to tho - multiplo display devices for presentation. 
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61. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 including notifying a content server to 
send the selected^digitel content to the-muttiple display devices for presentation. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinct diqitalc ontent is 
one of multiple different groups of content available for selection, and wherein the distinct 
digital content is selected for presentation in a manner so as to maximize revenue provided 
by a third party based on the curr e nt identified viewers. 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinc t digital content is 
one of multiple different groups of content available for selection, and wherein the distinct 
digital content is selected for presentation in a manner so as to maximize interest in the 
etHWRt-identified viewers in continuing to view&e-presentation of content. 



64. (Currently Amended) A method for s e l e cting cont e nt to b e pr e s e nt e d to multiple 
disp l ay dovicoc oaoh aooooiatod w i th ono of multiplo romoto Sot Top Boxoc, tho co l ooting 
basodon ovont messages providod by - tho Sot^p - Boxos, - tbo - mothod -comprising: 

at a server, the server adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified 
advertisement and analyze subsequent interaction events to determine a disapproval bv 
advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement the server adapted to change 
^advertisement content responsive to the disapproval by advertisement viewers: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of 
the-multiple Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with tha Hhe_one_ Set- 
Top Box by one or more viewers of fee -a corresponding display device 
associated with that-the one S et-Top Box: 

Identifying* from the event messages* viewers to whom the-dkjital 
content is currently being presented: and 

selecting based on the identified viewers distinct digjtal_content to be 
presented to fee-multiple display devices: 

wherein the distinct digital c ontent is one of multiple different groups of 
digital c ontent available for selection, and wherein the distinc t digital content is 
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selected for presentation in a manner so as to minimize interest in the current 
identified viewers in continuing to view toe-presentation of digital c ontent 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein the distinct digital c ontent is 
one of multiple different groups of dia'rtal c ontent available for selection, and wherein the 
distinct digita).content is selected for presentation in a manner so as to maximize interest in 
viewers to whom other ; digital content is being presented to select the distinct digital c ontent 
for viewing. 



66. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium whos e content s encoded with 
computer software adapted to cause a computing device to co l oct content to bo pres e nt e d to 
mu l tip l e d i splay devices each assoo i atod - w i tt =>- ono - of - mult i p l o H= omoto computing doviooo, tho 
eele ct j ftg - ba se d - on -e v e Rt - m e E s ag es provid e d by th e r e mot e computing devices, the so l octing 
of - the - contont bv performing perform a method comprising: 

at a server, the server adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified 
advertisement and analyze subsequent interaction events to determine a disapproval by 
advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement the server adapted to change 
advertisement content responsive to the disapproval by advertisement viewers: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of 
the-multiple remote computing devices in response to an interaction with #*at 
the one remote computing device by one or more viewers of the-a 
corresponding d isplay device associated with tfra Hhe one remote computing 
device: 

identifying, from the event messages, viewers to whom fee -digital 
content Is currently being presented; and 

selecting based on the identified viewers distinc t digital content to be 
presented to tbe-multipie display devices. 
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67. (Currently Amended) A method for -se l e cting - cont e nt - to bo presorted to a tolovlsion 
accoc i a t od with a romoto Sot Top Box, - th e sel e cting - based on e v e nt m e ssages provid e d by 
tho Sot - Top Box, tho mothod comprising: 

at a server, the server adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified 
advertisement and analyze subsequent interaction events to determine a disapproval by 
advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement, the server adapted to change 
advertisement content responsive viewers: 

receiving one or more event messages from tbe-a_Set-Top Box that 
are each in response to an interaction with tha frthe Set-Top Box by one or 
more viewers of the-an associated television; 

identifying^ from the event messages 1 one or more viewers to whom 
toe -dig itaf c ontent is currently being presented; and 

selecting based on the identified one or more v iewers distinct digital 
content to be presented to the television, 

68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 67 wherein the distinct digital c ontent is 
selected based on She-demographics of multiple viewers of the television. 



69. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 67 wherein a certain advertisement is 
selected as the distinct digital c ontent based on real-time demographics of the one or more 
viewers. 



70. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 67 wherein the distinct digital content is 
selected based on a type of one or more eMhe-interactions that are not content control 
instructions. 

71. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium whos e Gontent s encoded with 
computer software adapted to cause a computing device to -sele ct cont e nt to b e pr ese nt e d to 
a toloviciorhaB B ociat e d with a romoto oomputing dov i oo, tho colooting baood on ovont 
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mossagos - providod - by tho computing dovico, tho colocting of tho oontont by porforming 
perforrti a method comprising: 

at a server, the server adapted to monitor previous displays of a specified 
advertisement and analyze subsequent interaction events to determine a disapproval by 
advertisement viewers of the specified advertisement the server adapted to change 
advertisement content responsive to the disapproval bv advertisement viewers: 

receiving one or more event messages from toe-a/emote computing 
device that are each in response to an interaction with #tat-the remote 
computing device by one or more viewers of the-an associated television; 

identifying., from the one or more event messages^ one or more 
viewers to whom fee -digital c ontent is currently being presented; and 

selecting* based on the identified one or more v iewers, distinct digital 
content to be presented to the television. 



72. (Withdrawn) A method for detecting unauthorized viewing of content being presented 
to multiple display devices each associated with one of multiple remote Set-Top Boxes, the 
method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with that Set-Top Box by one or more viewers of 
the display device associated with that Set-Top Box; and 

identifying from the event messages that the content is not authorized to be presented 
on the display device associated with one of the Set-Top Boxes. 

73. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 72 including halting the sending of the content to 
the display device associated with the one Set-Top Box based on the identifying, 

74. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 72 wherein the identifying is based on information in 
one or more event messages received from the one Set-Top Box. 
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75. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 72 wherein the identifying is based on not receiving 
one or more event messages from the one Set-Top Box. 

76. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 72 wherein the identifying is performed in a real- 
time manner. 

77. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a computing device 
to detect unauthorized viewing of content being presented to multiple display devices each 
associated with one of multiple remote computing devices, the detecting of the unauthorized 
viewing by performing a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
remote computing devices in response to an interaction with that remote computing device by 
one or more viewers of the display device associated with that remote computing device; and 

identifying from the event messages that the content is not authorized to be presented 
on the display device associated with one of the remote computing devices. 

78. (Withdrawn) A method for monitoring content being presented on one or more remote 
display devices each associated with a distinct remote Set-Top Box, the monitoring based on 
event messages provided by the Set-Top Boxes, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication to monitor content being presented on one or more remote 
display devices each associated with a distinct remote Set-Top Box; 

receiving one or more event messages from one or more of the Set-Top Boxes that 
are each in response to an interaction with one of the Set-Top Boxes by one or more viewers 
of the display device associated with that one Set-Top Box; 

determining based on the received event messages the content that is being 
presented on the display devices; and providing an indication of the determined content. 

79. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 78 including presenting the determined content 
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80- (Withdrawn) The method of claim 78 including verifying authority of a requester that 
supplied the indication to monitor the content before the providing of the indication of the 
determined content to the requester 

81. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 78 including monitoring multiple distinct groups of 
content each being presented on at least one remote display device associated with a remote 
Set-Top Box based on event messages received from those Set-Top Boxes, and providing 
indications of the multiple distinct groups of content simultaneously. 

82. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 78 wherein the monitoring is performed in real-time. 

83. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a computing device 
to monitor content being presented on one or more remote display devices each associated 
with a distinct remote computing device, the monitoring based on event messages provided 
by the remote computing devices, the monitoring of the content by performing a method 
comprising: 

receiving an indication to monitor content being presented on one or more remote 
display devices each associated with a distinct remote computing device; 

receiving one or more event messages from one or more of the computing devices 
that are each in response to an interaction with one of the computing devices by one or more 
viewers of the display device associated with that one computing device; 

determining based on the received event messages the content that is being 
presented on the display devices; and providing an indication of the determined content. 

84. (Original) A method for determining popularity of at least one of multiple groups of 
content each being presented to multiple display devices, each display device associated 
with one of multiple remote Set-Top Boxes, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with that Set-Top Box by one or more viewers of 
the display device associated with that Set-Top Box; 
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determining based on the received event messages a number of display devices on 
which at least one of the multiple groups of content is being presented; and 

providing an indication of the determined number of display devices for at least one of 
the multiple groups of content. 



85. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 84 wherein the number of display devices is 
determined for each of the multiple groups of content, and wherein the providing of the 
indication includes providing an indication of the one group of content 

86. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 84 including determining based on the received 
event messages a number of viewers viewing at least one of the multiple groups of content 

87. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 84 wherein the determining of the number of 
display devices is performed in a real-time manner. 

88. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a computing device 
to determine popularity of at least one of multiple groups of content each being presented to 

' multiple display devices, each display device associated with one of multiple remote 
computing devices, the determining of the popularity by performing a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
remote computing devices in response to an interaction with that remote computing device by 
one or more viewers of the display device associated with that remote computing device; 

determining based on the received event messages a number of display devices on 
which at least one of the multiple groups of content is being presented; and 

providing an indication of the determined number of display devices for at least one of 
the multiple groups of content 

89. (Withdrawn) A method for adjusting user Interface functionality provided in conjunction 
with content being presented on a remote display device associated with a remote Set-Top 
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Box, the adjusting based on event messages provided by the Set-Top Box, the method 
comprising: 

receiving one or more event messages from the Set-Top Box that are each in 
response to an interaction with that Set-Top Box during which one or more viewers of the 
associated display device invoke provided user interface functionality; 

determining based on the user interface functionality invocations to adjust the user 
interface functionality provided to the viewers; and 

adjusting the user interface functionality provided to the viewers. 

90. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 89 wherein the adjusting of the provided user 
interface functionality includes enhancing the provided user interface functionality based on a 
level of previous user interface functionality invocations. 

91. (Withdrawn) The method of daim 89 wherein the adjusting of the provided user 
interface functionality includes decreasing the provided user interface functionality based on a 
level of previous user interface functionality invocations. 

92. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 89 wherein the adjusting of the provided user 
interface functionality includes modifying types of content flow control functionality provided. 

93. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 89 including providing a warning to the viewers 
based on the previous user interface functionality invocations. 

94. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 89 wherein the adjusting is performed in a real-time 
manner 

95. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a computing device 
to adjust user interface functionality provided in conjunction with content being presented on a 
remote display device associated with a remote computing device, the adjusting based on 
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event messages provided by the remote computing device, the adjusting by performing a 
method comprising: 

receiving one or more event messages from the remote computing device that are 
each in response to an user Interface functionality 

interaction with that remote computing device by one or more viewers of the 
associated display device; 

determining based on the user interface functionality interactions to adjust the user 
interface functionality provided to the viewers; and adjusting the user interface functionality 
provided to the viewers. 



96. (Withdrawn) A method for determining reactions of viewers to content being 
presented to multiple display devices, each display device associated with one of multiple 
remote Set-Top Boxes, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
Set-Top Boxes in response to an interaction with that Set-Top Box by one or more viewers of 
the display device associated with that Set-Top Box; 

determining based on the received event messages the display devices that change 
whether the content is being presented; and 

providing an indication of the reaction of the viewers to the content based on the 
determined display device changes. 



97. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 96 wherein the determining is based on interactions 
that occur during the presenting of the content 

98. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 96 wherein the determining is based on interactions 
that occur shortly after ending the presenting of the content 

99. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 96 wherein the determining is based on interactions 
that occur shortly after beginning the presenting of the content 
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100. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 96 wherein the indicated reaction is negative 
when the determined display changes show the display devices stopping the presenting of 
the content 

101. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 96 wherein the determining is performed In a real- 
time manner. 



102. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a computing 
device to determine reactions of viewers to content being presented to multiple display 
devices, each display device associated with one of multiple remote computing devices, the 
determining of the reaction by performing a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of event messages that are each sent from one of the multiple 
remote computing devices in response to an interaction with that remote computing device by 
one or more viewers of the display device associated with the remote computing device; 

determining base on the received event messages the display devices that change 
whether the content is being presented; and 

providing an indication of the reaction of the viewers to the content based on the determined 
display device changes... 
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